
Quarterly Business Meeting/
State of the Church

JANUARY 27
Four  mes a year we gather as a congrega  on 
to discern God’s will for us as a church and 
to commit ourselves to the work to which 
His will points. We call these gatherings 
business mee  ngs, but we might just as well 
call them discipleship-in-ac  on gatherings. 
In our January mee  ng, our pastor presents 
the State of the Church — a snapshot of our 
health and a preview of where we are heading 

in the coming year. Please plan to join us in the Fellowship Hall on January 
27 following the 11:20 AM service to see where we are and to commit 
together to our common future. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS
 J A N U A R Y
18-21 Family Ministry MLK Weekend trips

22 January Deacons’ Mee  ng
26 Family Ministry Missions Day
27 Business Mee  ng/State of the Church
28 Walk with Me, MainStreamers

 F E B R U A R Y
3 Financial Peace University

 Informa  on Session, 
 Manna Bowl

8 Family Ministry Friday Fun Night
16 Discovery Day
23 Family Ministry Family Fun Day,

Midtown Music Concert Series: 
 Fairfi eld Four

Business Meeting 
Preview
BUDGET Q & A TIME WITH BRAD
Our annual budget is one of our church’s 
most important theological documents. South 
Main’s budget guides our work each year. It 
directs us. It’s a representa  on of not just our 
values, but how we interpret God’s call upon 

our lives. On Wednesday, January 23 at 6:30 PM, we will preview our 2019 
Budget. We want you to have a chance to ask ques  ons in advance of the 
January Business Mee  ng, when we vote to adopt the budget.

MainStreamers, January 28
FELLOWSHIP, INSPIRATION, & A GREAT LUNCH!
Join us for MainStreamers as we con  nue into the new year. Hillevi Baar-Hill 
and J Hill will set up some of Hillevi’s art around the Fellowship Hall and will 
lead us in a discussion about her unique crea  ons in which she transforms 
her drawings into three dimensional experiences. Her work has been 
featured in the Museum of Art in Islip, New York and in shows at D Berman 
Gallery in Aus  n and PG Contemporary in Houston as well as collec  ons 
held by Hilton Hotels, ConocoPhillips, Vinson & Elkins, the Locke Lord Law 
Firm, and Gaylord Hotels. 

9:30 AM Games 
11:30 AM Art Exhibit by Hillevi Baar-Hill and J Hill
 12:15 PM Lunch

MANNA BOWL
FEBRUARY 3

The Manna Ministry is hos  ng an evening of 
fellowship with our homeless neighbors as 
together we watch the Super Bowl! Bring a 
pot of your own favorite chili or a set of cards, 
dominoes, or a game to play! We’ll start at 
5:00 PM. For more informa  on contact J Hill at 
j@smbc.org to RSVP that you are bringing chili, 
games, or just coming to fellowship with our 
homeless neighbors.

www.smbc.org
www.smbc.org
mailto:j@smbc.org


Celebra  ng and naviga  ng Mondays through Sundays 
from week one to week 936 toward authen  c and 
las  ng faith in Christ. 

This is the purpose statement for the Family Ministry 
and it is the lens with which we develop, evaluate, and 
implement all that we do for the children, teenagers, 
and their families at South Main.

Naviga  ng Mondays through Sundays involves 
doing dishes and laundry, chauff euring, feeding 

hungry tummies, helping with homework, praying over rela  onships, cleaning 
uniden  fi able grossness, and answering ques  ons to which you do not know the 
answer. And in order to do these things (and the million other things parenthood 
requires), it is helpful to know a li  le something about a whole lot of things.  

The Family Ministry is focusing on fi ve diff erent areas to provide expert 
knowledge, prac  cal help, and wisdom to help parents navigate some of the 
BIGGIES. These are:
• Authen  c Faith
• Technological Responsibility
• Finances
• Sexual Integrity
• Healthy Habits

Last spring we brought in a series of speakers to address each topic. This year, 
we are diving into these topics on Wednesday nights as we “dish” with parents in 
a safe and relaxed space. We have an incredible line-up planned for the winter:
January 16:  Discipline with Kelly Barsch
January 23:  Allowances with Mark Gribble
January 30:  Cell Phones and Your Kids: Dr. Roxy Rie  ohl-Siegrist
February 6:  Seniors in High School Refl ect 

 February 13:  Mental Health with Mona Clark
February 20:  Talking to Your Kids about Sex with Dr. Stephanie Ellis

We also make books and other resources available on these topics and have 
Facebook groups for more conversa  ons. The best thing we do though is 
connect parents with each other - at the same stage in life and beyond - to share 
the load and walk the path together.

Dolores Rader, Minister to Families

(713) 529-4167 • smbc.org • Dr. Steve Wells, Pastor

Family Ministry

SMBCWiFi
Name: SMBC Public
Password: 1Thess2:8

Resolve to Have 
Financial Peace 
in the New Year!
Financial Peace University (FPU) is a 
9-week life-changing program that 
empowers and teaches you how to make 
the right money decisions to achieve 
your fi nancial goals. Mark Gribble will 
lead an informa  on session on Sunday, 
February 3, 2019, from 12:45-1:45 PM 
in Chafi n 206. FPU sessions will con  nue 
for the next nine Sundays from 
12:45-1:45 PM in Chafi n 206. 
You may also contact Jennifer Gribble 
at (832) 368-2910 or jennifer@smbc.org
with any ques  ons. The cost is $80 per 
kit (couples may share a kit). Scholarships 
are available. To register, go to:
h  ps://  nyurl.com/FinancialPeaceSMBC

mailto:jennifer@smbc.org
www.smbc.org
https://public.serviceu.com/PaymentForm/7989/?OrgKey=0aecaf85-fa84-40e7-9122-f6a30dccfcd6


Services telecast Sundays at 11:00 AM: Comcast – 17, TVMax – 95, Phonoscope – 75, AT&T U-verse – 99, and in Kingwood on Sudden Link – 99

On January 13 Deanna Dewberry visited South Main to worship in our Sanctuary. Deanna 
is a childhood friend of Pastor Steve Wells but that is not the only thing that brought her to 
South Main. Deanna is a four-  me cancer survivor. In her most recent ba  le Deanna was 
able to have surgery and chemotherapy in her hometown, Rochester, New York, where 
she’s a news anchorperson. To eradicate the cancer she needed one more treatment, 
a specialized radia  on treatment, and there was only one place to go, M. D. Anderson 
Cancer Center. To have the specialized treatment over a span of six weeks, Deanna needed 
help. That help came in the form of Sojourn House, South Main’s apartment mission for 
long-term hospital pa  ents. Deanna described Sojourn House as restora  ve and life saving. 

Sojourn House has been in existence for almost 40 years and, as you will read below, each year dozens of families feel the 
hand of Christ just as Deanna did.

Houstonians take jus  fi able pride in the Texas 
Medical Center (TMC) and its world-class medical 
ins  tu  ons. But if you are a pa  ent—especially if 
you are from a distant place—your focus is personal: 
You may experience fear and apprehension, off set by 
confi dence, hope, and faith. You may be uncertain 
how long you will stay, or what your treatments will 
be like; you may have le   your family behind, and 

you may not know anyone in Houston. Perhaps English is not your fi rst 
language. Finally, you must fi nd a place to live while you are here. That’s 
where Sojourn House can help. 

Sojourn House is the informal name that South Main uses for 11 
apartments leased by the church and off ers to pa  ents and their families 
being treated at TMC. Our apartments are located at Weston Apartments 
near the Medical Center. Apartment furnishings are generously donated 
by Susan’s Rally, a non-profi t operated by South Mainer Bruce Roberson. 

Sojourn House has blessed hundreds of pa  ents and their families by 
reducing the anxiety and expense of securing lodging while receiving 
treatment. In 2018, we hosted 75 families. Fewer than half these families 
were from Texas; the remainder came from at least 20 diff erent states, 
plus Mexico and Canada. Each resident family is assigned a “Friend 
of Sojourn” to minister to the family by providing local knowledge, 
friendship, encouragement, and prayer support.  

South Main began off ering furnished apartments for medical pa  ents in 
1980. In recent years, many other churches have begun similar ministries. 
Nine of these churches, including South Main, have joined together as 
the Church Apartment Ministry (CAM). Together we have 54 furnished 
apartments, but each church manages its own apartments. CAM churches 
share a common website (www.churchapartmentministry.org) where 
pa  ents may apply for an apartment; South Main hosts the CAM offi  ce, 
staff ed by telephone volunteers from various churches. 

Sojourn House could not func  on without the eff orts of dedicated, 
compassionate volunteers. Many  opportuni  es are s  ll available. 
To off er your unique gi  s to Sojourn House, please send an email 
to sojournhouse@smbc.org. 
  
Bill Anderson

Sojourn House
South Main’s Medical Apartment Ministry

www.churchapartmentministry.org
mailto:sojournhouse@smbc.org
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Connect 
With Us

twi  er.com
/innerloopchurch

instagram.com
/southmain

bap  stchurch

facebook.com
/innerloopchurch

Travel with 
Pastor Steve 
Wells to Italy 
in 2019

Join our pastor, Steve Wells, and Todd 
S  ll, Dean of True   Seminary, in early 
September 2019 on a pilgrimage to 
Italy, the cradle of the early church. 

Pick up a brochure in the Welcome 
Center or email Lonnie Campbell 
(lonnie@smbc.org) for more 
informa  on.

mailto:lonnie@smbc.org
www.facebook.com/innerloopchurch
www.twitter.com/innerloopchurch
www.instagram.com/southmainbaptistchurch


JANUARY 2019 

 

Sunday-Relationship with 
God and others 

Monday 
Pray for church staff 

Tuesday-Members, 
visitors, ministries 

Wednesday-The sick, 
needy, oppressed and 
Armed Forces 

Thursday-Houston, 
workplaces, school and 
neighborhood 

Friday-The world,social 
justice, religious freedom 
and peace 

Saturday-Gratitude for 
people,events and things 
in our lives 

 
 

 

 

 
1 
Families; the church as a 
place of growth for 
parents and children 
 

 

2 
Those in mourning and 
periods of grief 

3 
Our workplaces and those 
looking for work 
 

 

4 
Latin America 
OSA staff, other 
volunteers 

 

5 
Offer thanks for 
opportunities in our lives 
DADS TO DADS 
 
Pray that dads discover 
2AM friends through this 
outing 

 

6 
Generosity of spirit toward 
those around us 
REGULAR SCHEDULE 
 
Pray that every person at 
SMBC discovers God’s 
presence in the rhythms 
of life this semester 

7 
Adult Education Ministry: 
Greg & support staff 
 

 

8 
Visitors to our church & 
those seeking answers, 
meaning in life, 
SMILE RESUMES 
Pray that the Gospel 
takes root in the lives of 
SMILE students this 
semester 

9 
The marginalized & poor, 
those seeking assistance, 
Grace Wood, EAC 
MIDTOWN MIDWEEK 
RESUMES--Pray that new 
people of all ages 
discover community at 
Midweek discipleship 
gatherings 

10 
The streets of our city; 
First responders 

11 
Asia, North Korea, China 
 

 

12 
Offer thanks for God’s 
presence and authority in 
our lives 

 

13 
Openness to God’s 
leading in our lives 

 

14 
Youth Ministry: Suzann, J, 
VOX, and SS leaders 
MAINSTREAMERS:: 
Fellowship, Inspiration 
and a Great Lunch  
Pray that all experience 
the joy of God’s family 

 

15 
Visitors to our church; GO 
Team & Outreach 

 

16 
MANNA ministry worship 
& friendship for the 
homeless, SEARCH 

 

17 
Internationals in Houston; 
those who need a friend 

 

18 
Africa, Europe 
FAMILY MINISTRY 
TRIPS 
Pray that participants’ love 
for God and each other 
deepens through these 
trips 

 

10 
Offer thanks for the 
challenges that make us 
trust more 

20 
Our growing in the 
knowledge of God  
 

 

21 
Church Admin-Brad, 
Susan and support staff 

 

22 
New members:  A place of 
connection & acceptance 
here 

 

23 
People with illness,, the 
elderly and their 
caregivers, Amazing 
Place; Sojourn House 

24 
Our communities; those 
needing friends 
South Main at Home 

 

25 
People who are in places 
with armed conflicts; 
refugees and their families 

26 
Offer thanks for God’s 
care and guidance 
FM MISSIONS SAT. 
Pray that families find a 
passion for God’s mission 
in the world and a heart of 
compassion for others 

27 
Insight for showing God’s 
love and mercy 
BUSINESS MTG. 
Pray that God would give 
us the wisdom to discern 
what He would have us to 
do and the will to do it. 

28 
Children’s Ministry: 
Dolores, staff and families 
MAINSTREAMERS:: 
Fellowship, Inspiration 
and a Great Lunch  
Pray that all experience 
the joy of God’s family 

 

29 
Adult communities’ 
teachers, leaders, and 
classes 

 

30 
People serving in the 
military & government 

31 
People who are 
homebound or isolated 
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