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A few years ago, Father James Mar  n 
edited a collec  on of compelling 
essays. Mar  n, day by day, one by 
one, asked a group of writers, cultural 
leaders, and other interes  ng people, 
both famous and not so famous, 
to prayerfully consider, then answer 
this quintessen  al ques  on: 
“How Can I Find God?”

It’s a great ques  on for the Lenten 
season when the church calendar 
encourages us all to examine 
ourselves and our rela  onship 
with God. 

During Lent, members of our 
congrega  on, day by day, one by one, 
will answer this ques  on on our blog 
at smbc.org/blog. Their answers will 
all be personal to them, but will give 
each of us unique insight into new 
ways to seek and fi nd God in this 
season of self-refl ec  on. 

We hope that you make it a prac  ce 
to read these off erings on a daily 
basis as the Lenten season progresses 
during the rest of March, leading up 
to Easter Sunday on April 1. 

february 14 – march 31

Holy Week
March 25 - Palm Sunday 

As Holy Week begins, we con  nue our series “Stories 
in Light” by looking at our stained glass windows 
which speak into the sanctuary each week giving voice 
to our worship. Join us as we hear the fi ckle crowd 
that shouted “hosanna” one day and “crucify” the next. 
Palm Sunday invites us to consider our need to worship 
the true and living God together and calls us to seek God’s 
Kingdom and serve God’s will. 

March 28 - Special Midtown Midweek Holy Week Bible Study
As Easter approaches and we walk the path of Holy 
Week, Steve Wells will lead us in an in-depth sta  on by 
sta  on explora  on of what happened the week of Jesus’s 
crucifi xion. In order to truly experience the joy of Easter, we 
must also fully understand the path of suff ering which led 
to the Cross– the events, the sacrifi cial love, and a sense 
of Christ’s experience. Please join us for this special and 
compelling Bible study in which we walk the way of the 
Cross together.

March 29/30 - Service of Shadows 
The meaning and gravity of Holy Week is poignantly 
conveyed through the stained glass window of the 
Westmoreland Chapel and the feel of the space in 
descending light as this service moves from beginning to 
end. The scriptural narra  ve, the music, our prayers, and the 
sharing of communion evoke the darkness of the crucifi xion 
and convey the depth of Jesus’ sacrifi ce as we refl ect these 
evenings within the shadow of the cross. Childcare for 
nursery, preschool, and school-age children is provided for 

this service which begins at 7:00 PM.

March 31 - Children’s Easter Celebra  on
This annual family tradi  on begins in the Sanctuary on 
Saturday, March 31 at 9:30 AM, as we hear a story from 
Dave the Donkey about what he thought was going to 
happen to the King as they rode into Jerusalem before the 
fi rst Easter. Every child should bring an Easter basket because 
a  er the story, families are invited outside to hunt for as 
many eggs as their basket will hold. Each child (4th grade 
and younger) will receive a bag fi lled with goodies.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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SLDP’s First Class Graduates
Our fi rst group to journey through the Servant Leadership Development 
Program has just graduated from the pilot program. Thank you to Steve Rader, 
Ryan Lane, and Krystol Wheeler for leading the group. 

Angie Fox says this about her experience, “Having been a member since 2006, 
I thought I knew most of what there was to know about South Main. The 
SLDP allowed me to dig deeper and learn more about our amazing ministries. 
I thought I couldn’t love South Main anymore, but this program gave me a 
new apprecia  on of who we are and what we do, not to men  on a deeper 
understanding of what goes on behind the scenes at SMBC. If someone would 
have told me I would love being involved in our broadcast ministry, I would 
have not believed them. Before the SLDP program, it never would have crossed 
my mind to get involved there. I also thoroughly enjoyed our group Sunday 
school lessons led by Steve Wells.”

As the calendar has turned to March, 
our February focus on stewardship pledge 
cards, auto dra  s, and online payments is 
wrapping up. But there is s  ll  me 
to pledge! 
Through February 26 of this year:  

245 adult giving units (individuals or 
spouses giving together) have pledged 
or set-up systema  c payments (303 in 
all of 2017). 
62 pledges have come from the Family 
Ministry – MainKids, Tribe, and Youth 
(54 in all of 2017). 

You can be part of something remarkable as 
we are challenging 40 new givers/families 
who have not given before to commit 
through auto-dra   to give $85 per month 
which will add up to $1000 by the end of 
2018. Please visit smbc.org/pledge-online 
to complete your pledge online.   
– Ryan Lane, 
Stewardship Commi  ee Chair

…He who began 
a good work in you 
will carry it on 
to comple  on…
–Philippians 1:6b

A family or individual from our congrega  on may contribute an extra measure 
of beauty to our sanctuary by dona  ng a fl ower arrangement to honor a family 
member, a friend, a group, or simply to commemorate the anniversary of a birth, 
a marriage, or a death. If you would like to give fl owers for this purpose on an 
upcoming Sunday please contact Susan Moore in the church offi  ce by email 
at susan@smbc.org.

Worship Flowers

Holy Week
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

April 1 - Easter worship
We celebrate Resurrec  on Sunday, praising from the 
depths of our souls Christ who died and rose again. 
Brass and percussion will usher in the Procession of Joy 
as shouts of Alleluia are heard both near and far. Our 
9:00 AM and 11:20 AM worship will be fi lled with great 
congrega  onal singing. We will have regular Sunday 
School at 10:10 AM.



YURI MCCOY IN RECITAL
ON THE NEW 85-RANK 

NICHOLS & SIMPSON ORGAN 
AT SOUTH MAIN BAPTIST CHURCH

SATURDAY, MARCH 17 • 5:30 PM
FREE ADMISSION • CHILDCARE AVAILABLE

Services telecast Sundays at 11:00 AM: Comcast - 17, TVMax - 95, Phonoscope - 75, AT&T U-verse - 99, and in Kingwood on Sudden Link - 99

Fami ly Min ist r y
As a part of the Family 
Ministry we seek to 
mobilize our youth 
group to live out the great 
commandments and the 
great commission. To this 
end, Wednesday nights 
are a  me dedicated to 
missions and service. 

February is known as a month of love. 
Leading up to Valen  ne’s Day, the youth at 
SMBC faithfully worked at making more than 
200 Valen  ne’s Day cards for the Bap  st 
Student Ministry at University of Houston, to 
distribute across the campus on February 14. 
This project was ini  ated by the BSM because 
they no  ced that many college students 
are aff ected by feelings of loneliness on 
Valen  ne’s Day. The BSM wanted students 
to know they are loved and to share the love 
of Christ on Valen  ne’s Day. A  er the cards 
were distributed we were blessed to receive 
the following thank you note from the BSM 
at U of H:

Come hear Yuri McCoy in his fi rst recital 
as organist of South Main Bap  st Church. 

McCoy, a doctoral student at the Shepherd School of Music, 
is known for his unique programs 

combining rarely heard works 
alongside masterpieces from the standard repertoire.

REGARDING THE ORGAN
“The four-manual, 85-rank, Nichols & Simpson organ is a magnifi cent 
addition to Houston’s musical landscape. It is notable for its unusually 
varied, refi ned and blended tonal palette, wide dynamic range, and 
orchestral scope of tone color that offers endless possibilities to an 
organist’s imagination.“

— KEN COWAN
Head of the Organ Program at Rice University's Shepherd School of Music

Thank You.
This Valen  ne’s Day you helped us pass out over 600 Valen  nes on the 
UH campus. You joined four Children’s Ministries in Houston to help us 
accomplish our goal of sharing the love of Jesus to college students. 
You did an amazing job coloring, cu   ng, fi lling goody bags, and praying 
for the UH students. 
I wish you each could see the smiles on students’ faces as we handed them 
your valen  nes and told them they were loved. As they walked away we 
would hear them say, “This is so sweet.”, “Awe, I love this.” We were also able 
to pass them out in some of our dorms. There was a lot of joy that students 
would experience as we knocked on doors and handed them your valen  ne. 
You took the  me to help us share the love of Jesus at the UH campus. 
You are missionaries, telling others about the love of Jesus. 
Keep sharing about Jesus!
– The UH BSM

SMBC is truly a special place, where the love of Christ is lived out each and 
every day. This is just one example of the work we all share in, to bring faith, 
hope, and love to this world. 

Peace be with you, 
John T. Spoede, Ph.D.
Family Ministry Associate Share
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Our Weekly 
Records

Choirs 3/7 & 3/11  248 

Mid Town Mid Week 3/7  63

SMILE 3/6  111

Tithes and Offering 3/11
 Budget Receipts  $ 63,717
 Weekly Budget Needs $ 78,225
 YTD Receipts $ 586,128
 YTD Budget Needs $ 782,250

 Designated Receipts $ 4,123

YTD Missions $ 33,189

UPCOMING EVENTS

A P R I L
1
8

13-15
20-28
23-29

29

Easter Sunday
2nd Sunday Family Talk; 
Peter Conte Dedica  on Series 
Organ Concert, 4:00 PM
Family Retreat
OSA Spring Mission Trip
Adult III trip to Savannah/Charleston
MainKids’ Musical; Business Mee  ng

M A R C H
17

25
26
28

29/30

31

Yuri McCoy Dedica  on Series 
Organ Concert, 5:30 PM
Palm Sunday
March Deacons’ Mee  ng CANCELLED
Holy Week Bible Study
Service of Shadows, 7:00 PM, 
Westmoreland Chapel
Children’s Easter Celebra  on, 9:30 AM, 
Sanctuary

Family Retreat
APRIL 13  15. 
Plan to bring your family to our third annual Family Retreat. We’ll enjoy a leisurely 
 me sharing meals, playing games, learning, worshipping, and making great memories 

together as the family of God to each other. Come for the whole weekend or just 
spend a fun-fi lled Saturday with us.

Sign up now at h  ps://www.smbc.org/ministries/family-ministry. 
Prices go up by $10 per person a  er March 28!

Don’t miss this terrifi c chance to spend some  me with old friends and to meet new 
ones as we enjoy favorite tradi  ons like so  ball and intergenera  onal worship. This 
year we have exci  ng new things to share with you:

First - new loca  on! We love Trinity Pines but they booked up early last fall for our 
dates so instead we are going to Carolina Creek Chris  an Camps. We have twelve, 
two story houses! All twelve are right by each other and no other guests are nearby. 
Each fl oor has bunkbeds and a bathroom area.

Second - new and easier cost plan! No ma  er how many nights or days you stay, 
the charge is $50 per person six years and older and $25 per child ages 3-5. 
Children two and younger are free! This charge covers your lodging, your meals, 
childcare and your ac  vi  es. All three meals on Saturday and Sunday breakfast are 
included in the price.

Third - in addi  on to worship and our annual so  ball game, NEW this year is our 
fi rst annual FAMILY TALENT SHOW! No professionals allowed - only memory makers 
please on our very own stage!
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Sunday-Relationship with 
God and others 

Monday 
Pray for church staff 

Tuesday-Members, 
visitors, ministries 

Wednesday-The sick, 
needy, oppressed and 
Armed Forces 

Thursday-Houston, 
workplaces, school and 
neighborhood 

Friday-The world,social 
justice, religious freedom 
and peace 

Saturday-Gratitude for 
people,events and things 
in our lives 

    1 
Our workplaces and those 
looking for work 

2 
Latin America 
OSA staff, other 
volunteers 

3 
Offer thanks for 
opportunities in our lives 
 

 

4 
Generosity of spirit toward 
those around us 
 
Food Pantry 
 
Pray for the hungry in our 
community 

5 
Adult Education Ministry: 
Greg and Family Team 
Ministries 

6 
Visitors to our church: GO 
Team & Outreach 

 

7 
The marginalized & poor, 
those seeking assistance, 
Grace Wood, EAC Food 
Pantry 
 

 

8 
The streets of our city; 
First responder 

 

9 
Asia, North Korea, China 

10 
Offer thanks for God’s 
presence and authority in 
our lives 
 

 

11 
Openness to God’s 
leading in our lives 
 
2nd Sunday Family Talk 
Pray for our parents to 
learn more about leading 
their children spiritually 

12 
Youth Ministry:  Suzann, 
J, VOX, and SS leaders 
 
Mainstreamers 
Pray for our senior adults 
as they fellowship and 
learn together 

13 
Families; the church as a 
place of growth for 
parents and children 

 

14 
MANNA ministry worship 
& friendship for the 
homeless, SEARCH 

 

15 
Internationals in Houston; 
those who need a friend 

16 
Africa, Europe 
 
  

17 
Offer thanks for God’s 
care and guidance 
Yuri McCoy Organ Recital 
Pray for our organist and 
music ministry as we use 
our new organ to God’s 
glory 

18 
Our growing in the 
knowledge of God and 
choosing God’s way 

 

19 
Children’s Ministry: 
Dolores, staff and families 

20 
New members:  A place of 
connection & acceptance 
here 

21 
People with illness,, the 
elderly and their 
caregivers, Amazing 
Place; Sojourn House 

22 
Our communities; those 
needing friends 
South Main at Home 

 

23 
People who are in places 
with armed conflicts; 
refugees and their families 

24 
Offer thanks for the 
challenges that make us 
trust more 

25 
Insight for showing God’s 
love and mercy 
PALM SUNDAY 
Pray for the kickoff to Holy 
Week, that we’s be ready 
to walk with Jesus to the 
cross 

26 
Worship Ministry: 
Steve/Carey, pastoral 
care team & support staff 
and their families 

 

27 
Adult communities’ 
teachers, leaders, and 
classes 

28 
People serving in the 
military & government 
Holy Week Dinner/Bible 
Study-Pray for our pastor 
as he leads us through 
the events of Holy Week 

29 
People who are 
homebound or isolated 
Service of Shadows 
Pray for this service to 
lead people to a deeper 
experience of Maundy 
Thursday & Good Friday 

30 
Europe, Ukraine 
 
Service of Shadows 
Pray for this service to 
lead people to a deeper 
experience of Maundy 
Thursday & Good Friday 

31 
Offer thanks for God’s 
protection in travel 
Children’s Easter Celeb. 
Pray for our families to 
have fun together while 
teaching children the 
meaning of Easter 


	SMT 03_16_18 - Copy.pdf
	March Prayer Calendar.pdf

