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Benevolence 
Offering 
As is our custom on the Sundays during which 
we share the Lord’s Supper, we take up a special 
off ering for Benevolences. This off ering is separate 
from your systema  c, pledged gi   to the General 
Opera  ng budget with which we do missions, 
minister to one another, and keep the lights on 
and the building cool. That off ering you can give 
by check or cash using the envelopes in front 
of you in the pew rack during worship, when 
the plates are passed, or online, or by bank dra  . 
The Benevolence off ering is not systema  c giving. 
It’s the kind of giving you do because your 
soul has been disrupted and disturbed. 
As a congrega  on, we give to SEARCH through our 
budget, but your gi  s to benevolences help us here 
on the campus at 4100 Main Street help those 
individuals who show up to our church beaten 
down, broken down, let down, or slowed down, 
who need a helping hand. A  er an interview with 
a minister, we usually get a sense of severity, 
or reality, of the situa  on. If you feel led to give to 
benevolences this Sunday, May 27, there will be 
ushers wai  ng by the back doors a  er the worship 
service. As you are leaving please place your 
benevolence off ering into a basket.

May 27 
Single Service 

Sunday 
Our Single Service schedule 

will be in eff ect Sunday, May 27. 
We will worship together at 10:00 AM 

followed by Sunday School at 11:00 
AM. There will be no lunch served.

Food Pantry
JUNE 3  COLLECTION DAY
Please bring canned pasta (ravioli), tuna or 
chicken, hearty soups, or vegetables/beans 
as your gi   to the hungry in our community.

If you would like to help the Clothing Center, 
they are in need of the following: 
Men’s pants waist sizes 32-36, Men’s shoes, 
Men’s belts, Women’s XL clothing, Blankets

Family Ministry News
We are thrilled to announce 
that Brandyn Adney will join 
the Family Ministry team 
as our fi rst Youth Ministry 
Resident beginning his 
full  me employment on 
June 7. Brandyn is a May 
graduate from George W. 
True   Seminary where he 
was awarded the Abda J. 
“Chip” Conyers Outstanding 
Student Award. Each 
year the faculty at True   
chooses the outstanding 
male and female student 
in a gradua  ng class. These 
students have evidenced a 

clear call to ministry, leadership among their peers, scholarship in 
their studies, depth in their faith, and love in their spirit.

Brandyn has served as the Youth Pastor at Trinity Bap  st Church in 
Gatesville since 2015. Prior to a  ending True  , Brandyn graduated 
cum laude with a B.A. in Economics from Trinity University. 

Brandyn and his wife, Josie, are excited for their move to Houston 
and to be a part of the work God has planned within our Youth and 
our larger family at South Main.

Celebra  ng and naviga  ng Mondays through Sundays
from week one to week 936 

toward authen  c and las  ng faith in Christ.
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Refl ections on
South Main

I first walked 
through the 
doors at South 
Main 29 years 
ago this fall. 18 
years old, just a 
few weeks into 
my freshman 
year at Rice, I 

walked up to the third fl oor of the 
Loessner building, where the church 
offices are now - then education 
space: painted concrete block walls, 
 le fl oors - and into Toni Richerson’s 

Sunday freshman-sophomore Sunday 
School class.

I was plenty naïve then, and this is one 
sign: I plugged into another church 
during my Rice years. But South 
Main’s presence in college ministry in 
Houston ensured that folks like Toni and 
Be  y Moss and others were frequent 
encouragers along the way. And 
South Main’s support of Texas Bap  st 
Student Ministry was instrumental in 
my working for a summer at an inner-
city mission in Savannah, Georgia and 

Summer Reading
Are you looking for some enriching 
reading for the summer? Your Discipleship 
Commi  ee has polled South Main’s 
ministers and some of your fellow 
congregants and has collected a terrifi c 
list of books for the upcoming vaca  on 
season. You’ll fi nd all sorts of picks 
from the spiritually edifying and deeply 
educa  onal to the pleasantly amusing and 
simply entertaining. 

We hope you’ll grab a few of these  tles, 
some of which are in our church’s library, 
enjoy them this summer, and have some 
conversa  ons in the upcoming months 
with those who have shared some of their 
favorite reads.

For a complete list of suggested  tles go 
to h  ps://  nyurl.com/smbcGoodReads

A new program for Demen  a Caregivers 
in partnership with Amazing Place.

Caregiving, especially for those dealing 
with a loved one with demen  a, is o  en 
a new role and requires special skills and 
knowledge. Amazing Place, Houston’s 
only day center exclusively for adults 
with mild to moderate demen  a, 
(South Main is one of its 16 church 
sponsors), is off ering the innova  ve 
SAVVY Caregiver Class to churches in the 
community. The free, six-session, two-
hour class is intended to help caregivers 
learn prac  cal skills for managing a 
loved one with demen  a including:

Insights about the changes their loved ones are experiencing;
Coaching to iden  fy solu  ons for individual issues;
Feedback to assess how things are working between sessions.

Research has demonstrated caregivers who par  cipated in this program 
improved their skill, knowledge, and confi dence in dealing with their loved 
one’s behavior as well as reduced their own feelings of stress.

Please contact Greg Funderbunk at 713.305.9797 or greg@smbc.org 
if this is something you would be interested in a  ending.

Caregiver Training

Jane Jeff eries
Jeanne Luedemann 
Carey Cannon
Chris Dove
Greg Funderburk
Susan Moore

Carol Sha  uck
Steve Rader
Dolores Rader

Brad Jernberg
Greg Funderburk
Jane Jeff eries
Dave Sha  uck

Steve Wells

You are the Beloved, Henri Nouwen
Listening to Your Life, Frederick Buechner  
Pillars of the Earth, Ken Folle  
The Brothers Karamazov, Fyodor Dostoyevsky
Paris in the Present Tense, Mark Helprin
The 5 Languages of Apprecia  on in the Workplace, 
Gary Chapman and Paul White
Lincoln on Leadership, Donald P. Phillips
Stories Jesus S  ll Tells - The Parables, John Claypool
We Were Eight Years in Power: An American Tragedy,
Ta-Nehisi Coates
The Tipping Point, Malcom Gladwell
The Rain in Portugal, Billy Collins
Telling Secrets, Frederick Buechner
The Divine Conspiracy: Rediscovering our Hidden Life in God, 
Dallas Willard
What’s So Amazing about Grace?, Philip Yancey 



Services telecast Sundays at 11:00 AM: Comcast - 17, TVMax - 95, Phonoscope - 75, AT&T U-verse - 99, and in Kingwood on Sudden Link - 99

another summer serving on a mission 
team in central Asia.

A  er gradua  ng and spending a year 
teaching English at a medical school 
in Russia, I returned to Houston to 
start medical school down the street 
at Baylor. It won’t surprise you that 
Houston felt diff erent. But mostly, I’m 
sure - I had changed. And somewhere 
in the midst of Bill Turner’s probing and 
though  ul sermons, the invita  on to 
‘come as you are’, and South Main’s 
meaningful commitment to mission 
and ministry, I fi nally found my way to 
South Main as my church home.

Very soon a  er, Thomas Coker came up 
to me on Colqui   Street – and despite 
my crazy med school schedule, he found 
ways to include me. I played one Sunday, 
and John McCoy came up to me with a 
big smile and a hug too. Toni was right 
there as well – invi  ng me to teach 
college Sunday School, which I fi gured 
out later meant something more like, 
‘why don’t you let me mentor you and 
help you become a be  er teacher’? 
Ray and Jane Verm created spaces 
for meals and conversa  ons and  me 
away at their home out in Sealy. There 
were mission trips to the valley, and 
South Main was there, partnering and 
suppor  ng and sending.

During my third year of medical 
school, one of my college roommates 
introduced me to Melissa, and before 
I knew it, she was moving to Houston 
(no pressure there!), and she became 
a part of the South Main family too. 
We were married here by Bill Turner 
in June of 1999.

We moved away for a few years while 
I was comple  ng residency training 
and Melissa did her Master’s in 
choral conduc  ng at the University of 
Washington in Sea  le. We seriously 
considered staying in the Northwest, 
but Baylor’s off er to join the faculty 
here proved too good to turn down.

Just before moving back, I was in 
town looking for a place to live. It 
happened to be Holy Week, and over 
in the courtyard by the Westmoreland 

Chapel, just a  er the Maundy Thursday 
service had concluded, Toni (her again!) 
introduced me to this energe  c guy 
named Steve Wells.

Audrey was born the day before 
residency ended, and so we came back 
as new parents. Changed, yet again. But 
South Main’s welcome hadn’t changed. 

As all who have come here with children 
know, there is nothing quite like South 
Main’s nursery and children’s ministry. 
I’m pretty sure Ms. Ramona was 
personally responsible for ac  va  ng 
some sort of ‘you’re going to turn out 
alright’ gene in both of our daughters, 
Audrey and Ava. And Susan Moore 
was there to hold our hand when our 
no-longer-infants needed to move out 
of the nursery and into many other 
loving hands.

One li  le example: I could o  en make 
it to church on Wednesday nights – it 
helped I had teaching (and no clinic) 
that a  ernoon – and when Audrey, 
and then Ava, were li  le, as I came 
into Fellowship Hall, they would come 
running across to me, and I would scoop 
them up in my arms for a hug. I had no 
sense at all that this moment was more 
than just something between us un  l 
Dorothy Daniels came up to me one day 
and said, “I just love the way you greet 
your daughters.” More encouragement. 
And a reminder of grace in such a busy 
season of life.

I won’t even try to recount all of the 
ways you all have loved on our kids. 
You have, in abundance, and we are 
forever grateful.

It also seems impossible to say what 
could be said about the music here, 
and to get to be a part of making some 
of it along the way. We will have to 
let it speak for itself – which it does, 
gloriously, in this place.

Most of you know that in the fall of 
2009, I took a job at Cornell’s newly 
developing medical school in Doha, 
Qatar. It was a three-year commitment…
which extended to eight. Like family, you 
gave us your blessing, and you took us 

in whenever we could be here. When 
the  me came, Audrey and Ava both 
chose to be bap  zed here. And Steve 
Wells skyped with each of them as we 
an  cipated those moments.

(And here I want to give a big shout 
out to David Johnson and the en  re 
broadcast ministry, who made it 
possible to join you virtually from half 
way around the world. Thank you!)

Returning to Houston this past fall, 
our plan was to be here. Instead, the 
 meline changed and we had some 

wai  ng to do. And you have been 
there to check on us, pray for us, and 
encourage us. And can I say some more 
about the staff  again? For the past 9 
months, Cecil (and some  mes Henry) 
have happily greeted me and facilitated 
my prac  cing here at the church while 
our things, including my piano, have 
remained packed and in storage.

So here we are: In one of those le   turns 
it’s hard to understand in the moment, 
I was invited to help with another 
newly developing medical school in 
Fort Worth, this  me a partnership 
between TCU and the University of 
North Texas Health Science Center. I 
started in January, and when the girls 
fi nish school in June, we plan to move 
to our new home there. We aren’t sure 
what it all means, but we are trus  ng 
that God has opened this door and 
that we will be good stewards of the 
blessings to come.

As we go, I think what I most want to 
say to you through these stories is this: 
You are our family. And this place is as 
much home to me as any place I have 
ever known. You have invited, included, 
listened, and given me – and us – lots of 
room to grow. You have loved us with 
a love that surpasses understanding.

We hope you will let us con  nue to 
be your family in Fort Worth. We look 
forward to your visits, as well as ours 
to Houston. And given our history, we 
cannot imagine ever being very long 
away from you and this place. 

– Steve Sco  
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Meet The Family Ministry 
Volunteer Team

Some people think I’m crazy, 
others don’t quite understand, 
but I LOVE working with our youth. 
To cul  vate rela  onship with them 
as they grow into the young adults 
that God has called them to be. 
To work hard and play hard, to joke 
and to giggle, to laugh and to listen. 

To challenge them musically and spiritually and watch 
as they rise to the challenge and beyond. To watch them 
grow as ringers, bonding together and helping each other 
as they sacrifi ce their  me week in and week out to 
glorify God. To shower them with grace, accountability, 
and most of all love. For me, this is one of God’s 
greatest blessings!

– Carla Brown

UPCOMING EVENTS
M A Y

J U N E

27

28

3
6-10

11
12-14
13-15
21-22
24-29

25

Single Service Sunday 
(10:00 AM Worship, 11:00 AM SS,
No lunch)
Memorial Day, Church offi  ce closed

Food Pantry
Tribe Mission Trip 
Walk with Me/MainStreamers
 MainKids’ Water Park Camp
CBF General Assembly
MainKids’ Camp In
 Youth Mountain Camp
Walk with Me/MainStreamers, 
Deacons’ Mtg

Congratulations
2018 Graduates

Celebra  ng and naviga  ng Mondays through Sundays
from week one to week 936 

toward authen  c and las  ng faith in Christ.

Madison Kolter 

This is the day 
the Lord has made; 

we will rejoice 
and be glad in it. 

Psalm 118:24

Lucia Silva Ang

God is within her, 
she will not fall; 

God will help her 
at break of day. 

Psalm 46:5



MAY  2018 

 

Sunday-Relationship with 
God and others 

Monday 
Pray for church staff 

Tuesday-Members, 
visitors, ministries 

Wednesday-The sick, 
needy, oppressed and 
Armed Forces 

Thursday-Houston, 
workplaces, school and 
neighborhood 

Friday-The world,social 
justice, religious freedom 
and peace 

Saturday-Gratitude for 
people,events and things 
in our lives 

1 
Our spiritual growth; 
giving more of ourselves 
to God 
 

 

2 
Worship Ministry: 
Steve/Carey, pastoral 
care team & support staff 
and their families 

 

1 
Families; the church as a 
place of growth for 
parents and children 
 

 

2 
Those in mourning and 
periods of grief 
 
Pray for our choir as they 
make a recording and 
share their gifts with the 
world 
SANCTUARY CHOIR  

3 
Our workplaces and those 
looking for work 
 

 

4 
Latin America 
OSA staff, other 
volunteers 

 

5 
Offer thanks for 
opportunities in our lives 
 

 

6 
Generosity of spirit toward 
those around us 
Pray for our pastor and 
his family as we celebrate 
their work in our midst 
 
STEVE WELLS 15TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

7 
Adult Education Ministry: 
Greg & support staff 
 

 

8 
Visitors to our church & 
those seeking answers, 
meaning in life, 

9 
The marginalized & poor, 
those seeking assistance, 
Grace Wood, EAC 
Pray for our families as 
the school draws to a 
close 
LAST NIGHT OF FAMILY 
MINISTRY 

10 
The streets of our city; 
First responders 

11 
Asia, North Korea, China 
 

 

12 
Offer thanks for God’s 
presence and authority in 
our lives 

 

13 
Openness to God’s 
leading in our lives 
Pray for our mothers as 
we set aside a special day 
to honor them 
 
MOTHER’S DAY TEA 

14 
Youth Ministry: Suzann, J, 
VOX, and SS leaders 
 

 

15 
Visitors to our church; GO 
Team & Outreach 

 

16 
MANNA ministry worship 
& friendship for the 
homeless, SEARCH 
Pray for our homeless 
neighbors and the 
relationships that are 
formed at Chess Club 

17 
Internationals in Houston; 
those who need a friend 

 

18 
Africa, Europe 

 

10 
Offer thanks for God’s 
care and guidance 

20 
Our growing in the 
knowledge of God  
Give thanks for Dolores 
and her vision and for the 
10 yrs she has ministered  
among us. 
DORIS RAIDER 10TH 

21 
Church Admin-Brad, 
Susan and support staff 
P 

22 
New members:  A place of 
connection & acceptance 
here 

 

23 
People with illness,, the 
elderly and their 
caregivers, Amazing 
Place; Sojourn House 

24 
Our communities; those 
needing friends 
South Main at Home 

 

25 
People who are in places 
with armed conflicts; 
refugees and their families 

26 
Offer thanks for the 
challenges that make us 
trust more 

27 
Insight for showing God’s 
love and mercy 
Give thanks for those who 
have given their lives in 
service to our country 
 
MEMORIAL DAY 

28 
Children’s Ministry: 
Dolores, staff and families 

 

29 
Adult communities’ 
teachers, leaders, and 
classes 

 

30 
People serving in the 
military & government 

31 
People who are 
homebound or isolated 
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